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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Diſcourſe is intitled to 
all that candor which is due to a haſty 
compoſition, drawn up without the leaſi view 
to publication. If it may in the ſmalleſt mea- 


ſure contribute to explain the excellent nature 


of the Brittſh Conſtitution, to thoſe who are 
not converſant with ſubjects of this kind; to 
confute the calumnies thrown out againſt the 
friends of Liberty by their malignant adver- 
faries; and to excite à ſpirit of genuine 
loyalty to our illuſtrious Sovereign, as the 
PATRON or LIBERTY, and the GU AR- 
Dian of that glorious ConsTiTUT1ON 
for the eflabliſhment of which our venerable 
anceſtors bled ; the Author's utmoſt wiſhes 


with reſpett to thus flender per formance will be 


accomplifhed. 
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SERMON, &. 


GAL. V. 13. 


Brethren, ye have been called to LIS IRT: 
only uſe not liberty as an occafion to the 
fleſh, but by love ferve one another. 


HESE words, though they were 

originally made uſe of by the apoſ- 
tle upon an occaſion ſomewhat different 
from the preſent, do yet moſt naturally 
lead us into a train of ideas and reflec- 
tions highly ſuitable to the return of this 
auſpicious day. The liberty the apoſtle 
refers to, is liberty from the bondage of 
the Moſaic rites, liberty from thoſe bur- 
denſome, expenſive, painful rites, which 
though required under the former dif- 
penſation, were now done away, there 
being no further occaſion for them. 


AZ „ 


(SY 


But were the firſt Chriſtians called in 


this reſpelt to liberty? And are not we as 
Britons and Proteſtants called to that 
civil and religious liberty which we have 
the happineſs this day to celebrate? It 
cannot therefore be "eſteemed a perver- 
ſion of the apoſtle's language to adopt it 
upon the preſent occaſion. Were the 
apoſtle himſelf alive and ta addreſs you 
as I now do, I verily believe, that with 
an immediate reference to the nature 


and deſign of this diſtinguiſhed day, he 


would be ready to ſay to you in the 
words firſt read—Brethren,'ye have been 
called to LI RET Y: tempering his addrefs 
with this uſeful caution, only uſe not liberty 


a> an occaſion to the fleſh, but by love ſerve 


one another. | 
The apoſtle Paul was a genuine ſon of 
freedom. He was a free-born Roman, as he 
told the chief captain Lyſias, and knew how 
to prize and improve ſo valuable a privi- 
lege. Whenthe magiſtrates of Philippt, who 
had cruelly uſed and unjuſtly impriſoned 
the apoltle and his companion Silas, ſent 
the ſerjeants to them the next morning 
to let them go, Paul ſent back this noble 
. and 
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and truly patriotic anſwer. See Acts xvi. 
37. They have beaten us openly, uncondemned, 
being Romans, and have caſt us into pri- 
fon ;—and now, do they thruſt us out privily ? 
Nay verily, but let them come themſelves and 
fetch us out. Which they were accord- 
ingly glad to do. Though neither the 
apoſtle Paul, nor Chrilt himſelf, nor any 
of his apoſtles ever pretended to eſtabliſh 
any. one particular form of civil govern- 
ment in the world, (that being foreign to 
the deſign. of the goſpel, ) yet it is evident 
they never meant to preclude any man 
from the fulleſt enjoy ment of thoſe civil 
or religious, privileges to which he might 
be intutled. 

The ſubje&@ naturally leads us to con- 
fider, © 


2 


I. The LI IEERT to which we have 
been called. 


II. In what re ſpects we have been called 
do this liberty. c 


III. To what we are called reſpefting 
this liberty. 


A 4 IV. 
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IV. The caution given us againſt the 
abuſe of it. Concluding vich a ge- 
neral improvement of the whole. 


I. Let us confider that en to which 
we have been called. 
But I mean not here 10 give you a 
diſſertation. upon liberty, at, large, or to 
deſcribe the ſeveral kinds of liberty, na- 
tural, philoſophical, mental and moral, 
to which as men and as Chriſti ns we 
have been called: but all Ti We is to 
give you, according 10 the nature and 


deſign of this anniverſary, lome account 


"= 


of that liberty to which \25 free-born 
Britons we are called, and Which i it is 


our duty and privilege this day to cele- 
brate. This liberty is either civil or re- 


bigious. bi 3 1 
1. We are called to civil Inberty. * 4 
It is impoſlible to enter Into ſociety 1 

ee parting with ſome portion of our 

natural liberty, which may he conſidered 
as the ſacrifice we make to © tain the 
greater advantages which zeſult | from 

well-regulated civil government, Fig 


can be enjoyed in a ſtate of nature and 
anarchy 
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anarchy. And it has been univerſally 
allowed by the ableſt politicians, who 
have not fold themſelves to tyranny and 
tyrants, that the perfefon of civil goyern- 
ment conſiſts in the preſervation of natu- 
ral liberty as far as ever it can be made 
to conſiſt with that good order and re- 
gularity which is the very end of govern- 
ment itſelf, and without which every 
ſociety muſt be reduced to a ſtate of 
confuſion, Nor can this perfection be 
found any here in ſo great a degree as 
it is in the Britiſh conſtitution : the ſeve- 
ral parts 'of which are ſo cloſely connec- 
ted together and nicely adjuſted, and 
the operations of which are ſo admirably 
calculated to act as a counterpoiſe to one 
another, that whilſt the power of the 
crown is firmly ſecured on the one hand, 

the liberty of che ſybjett i is inviolably 
laſe on the other, ſo that it can never be 
infringed but by his own criminal con- 
currence, nor the power of the crown 
be exerted but for the good of the peo- 
pie, unleſs they lente feloniouſly 
contribute, from mercenary, venal mo- 
tives, to their own deſtruction. | 


It 


— a 


» 
— 
. 
8 » 
* 


—— _ 


— ———— 
— a — 
— 3 _— 


2 


a 


- 


F— SOV 
_ <_— _ * 


5 


LY 2 - 


. — 


— — * — 
—————ů—— — ——- 


33 
— — —— 
— - 


. —— ꝓ — — OOO 
— — 
— — 


( 10 ) 

It will not be expected that I ſhould 
upon this occaſzon attempt to delineate 
the conſtitution of chis country in all its 
beautiful proportions, as it would oblige 
me, were I equal to the taſk, greatly to 
exceed the limits uſually aſſigned to ſer- 
vices of this nature. I muſt content 
myſelf with laying before you a few ge- 
neral obſervations concerning it. And 
indeed who can take the malt ſuperficial 
view of the Britiſh conſtitution without 


admiring it and being * to God 
for it! wy 


It unites the ſpirit, power * nber 
of an Abſolute Monarchy without its tyran- 
ny, the wiſdom of an Ariſtocracy without 
its oppreſſion, and the, freedom of a 
democratic or popular government with- 
out its licentiouſneſs and diſorder, into 


one uniform compact ſyſtem of govern- 
ment, which is the pride of every ho- 
neſt Engliſhman, and the admiration of 


_ every intelligent libera]-minded foreign- 


er. But the diſtinguiſhing part of me 
conſtitution is its liberty. 


The twenty-ninth article of the Gras 
Charter, (which was an acknowledgment of - 
the 


1-8-5 
the rights of Engliſhmen, not a creation | 
of them) enatts that no ſubje ſhall be 
exiled, or in any ſhape whatever mo- 
leſted, either in his perſon or effetts, 
otherwiſe than by judgment of his peers, 
and according to che law of the land. An 
article ſo important, ſays the celebrated 
Mr. De Lolme, in his juſtly admired trea- 
tiſe on the conſtitution of England, that 
it may be ſaid to comprehend the whole 
end and deſign of political ſocieties. 
And from that moment the Engliſh 
would have been a free people, if there 
were not an immenſe diſtance between 
the making of laws and the obſerving of 
them.” 78255 1 | 
The important ſtatute paſſed in the 
reign of Edward I. de tallagio non conce- 
dendo, or of not paying taxes without our 
own conſent by our repreſentatives in 
parliament, who are allo to tax them- 
ſelves equally with thoſe they repreſent, 
in conjunction with Magna Charta, 
forms, ſays this ingenious writer, the 
baſis of the Engliſh conflitution. And in 
the worſt of times, when the greateſt en- 
- croachments'were made upon the liber- 
| tles 
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ties of the peòple; even in the time of 
the Tudaors,. amidſt the general wreck. of 
every thing they ought to have held 
dear, they: at leaſt clung obſtinacely to 
this plank, whiek was deſtined to prove 
the inſtrument of their preſervation. 
A plank, Lill venture. add, which can 
never; be,relinquiſhed but the. liberties of 
this country will, be, ingyitably, over- 
weinen 510m » 46 hut) 
By the letter, 9 well. as. ſpirit of che 
great charter, we, haye both.life,and pro- 
periy lecured from lawleſy,jnyaſion, and 
are not liable. to be,dleprived of either 
the one or the other, will out ing judg- 
ment of our peers or equals, gor as we 
commonly expreſs it trial by. Jury. The 
conſequence of which inffitution is, that 
no man in England ever meets the, man 
of whom he may ſay, {as the ingenious 
writer before referred to expreſſes it) 
„That man bas a power to decide on 
my death or life.“ 11 may be added, or 
property. - | 
But lince. it would Rill be poſſible that 
an arret of council, or an arbitrary 1 im- 
poſt of che crown might be Intrepreted 


as 
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as law, the flatute de dallagio non conce - 
dendo, or of not paying rates without our 
on conſent by: dur vepreſentatives in 
parliament, exprefaly' fecures us againſt 
an invaſion four” property under the 
color of late; " 4 war to jnomutjin; e 

© And to comhpletethat fyftem of liberiy 
and” independence which is the glory of 
tlie Britiſh coHititation, the. Habeas Corpus 


att ſtands as a noble barrier agaitiſt any 
urbitrary encrbachmemms oh bur perſonal 


kbery, ſerves 0 Tecurt” us from unjuſt 
rilonttents, ; ſuppreſſes al” the re- 


wurces of sf and carries Engl 
Lie is HOG tide point. | 

Such my friends is the ſpirit of free. 
46m Wick” ' gfotioufly charatterĩſes the 
Britiſh conftitation. A conſtitution which 
bas fewer defects and approaches nearer 
to perfeftion than any other form of go- 
vernment in the world. A conſtitution, 
which 1 I think can pot be known without 
being admired; cannot be enjoyed wich- 
out being gratefully applauded, by every 
one who has ſenſe enough to perceive its 


fir; 


excellence, or gratitude to acknowledge 
the benckts thatrefult from it n 


There 


F 


| 
Fr There is, I will venture to ſay, no in- 
1 telligent whig in the kingdom, no genuine 
[It patriot, but Will readily declare that his 
by utmoſt wiſhes with refpeR to civil liberty, 
Mm are, that the preſent conſtitulion may conti- 
I"; nue and flouriſh in its native ofigival vi- 
It gor to the remoteſt poſterity." ' PI... 
1 | The friends of liberty art fligmatizeil 
| by their enemies as r ublicuns. But What 
proof do theſe declaimers 6ffer” of the 
truth of the charge they ſo Gantoffly e 
bibit? What Fepubtitaniſm! is there In 
wiſhing well to the Conſthuttoh under 
which we live, and guarding àgaifſt 
thoſe violations of it which would in the 
end deſtroy it? Hog mi i: Agi 
The Diſſenters have of late been fre- 
E quently held up to view as aiming at the 
fubver fron of the preſent government. 
16 But it is a notorious fact, that they 
5 are upon deep- rooted principle fo firmly 
attached to the conſtitution as it was ſet- 
Fly tled at the memorable revolution, that 
ö there can be no ſet of people under hea- 
0 ven more ready than they are; to ſacrifice 
| 


tte tr ine ad K — — 
— — : — 


their fortunes and their lives in the fup- 
port and defence of it. The only civil 
liberty 
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liberty we deſire, is that conſtitutional 
liberty to which we bave been called; 
and of which it is the glory of the illuſ- 
trious houſe of Hanover to be the guar- 
e 

But the liberty to which as ine and 
as Proteſtants,we have been called, is not 
only civil, but ale 
. Religious libertx. * 
By which ve mean the liberty we are 
this , moment enjoying, the liberty of 
worſhipping God and attending religious 
inſtruction, according to the dictates of 
our on conſciences. A liberty ſo juſt, 
ſo reaſonable, ſo innocent, that one would 
think it impoſſible for any government 
to think ol nee it from its ſub- 

jects. - 

Religion, all Wan, is a pation dls 
and to God alone therefore are we ac- 
countable for our religious concerns. It 
is taken for granted that ſome one perſon 
has a right to think and att for himſelf in 
the affairs of religion, as it would other- 
wiſe, be impoſlible to fix any plan of reli- 
gion for others. Now if any one man has 
this right, it is impoſſible but that every 


man 
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man ſhould have this tight; becauſe there 


is no aſſignable reaſon why one man ſhould 


have this- right; but will be equally a 
reaſon why cuem man. ſhould have the 
ſame right. There is. no end of the ab- 
ſurdities which fellow upon a contrary 
ſuppoſition. Were we to ſuppoſe the 
magiſtrate to have a right to chuſe a re- 
ligion for his ſubjects, amongſi the Bra- 
mins we ſhould. be Idolaters, at Conſtant:- 
nople Mabometans, at Rome Papiſts. Nor 
could the introductios of Chriſtianity into 
the world, be at all defended upon this 
principle, fince this was a religion fet up 
in to all religious eſtabliſhments 
in being at that time, and the ſpread of 
which depended upon their downfall. * 

But plain and ſimple as the grounds of 
religious liberty are, obvious one would 
think to every upright mind, yet what 
RIVERS (if you read the hiſtory of Po- 
PERY you Will think I ought to have ſaid 
OCEANS) of blood have been ſhed to 
effect its deſtruttion ! 


* I would beg leave to refer thoſe of my readers who 
wiſh to ſee the ſubjeft of Religious Liberty thoroughly 
diſcuſſed, to the Rev. Dr. Furneaux's maſterly Efſay 
on Toleration, in which every objection to this molt rea- 
ſonable and important privilege, is ANNIHILATED. 
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Time was, even in this land, when re- 
ligious liberty was driven into corners, 
and thoſe who preſumed t exerciſe it 
were expoſed to numberleſs miſeries and 
the moſt horrid deaths: Tb ſay nothing 
of the horrors of the inquiſition, and the 
many papal perſecutions which have dif- 
graced the hiſtories of other kingdoms, I 
need only refer you to the more than 
ſa vage cruelties Which have been experi- 
enced in former uges in our on eountry.* 

rl 3 ATI. Here 
See eee eee | 


"Us e ere e gnhibu, of theborrors of po- 
JR crueity. iy 12 reign « of Queen. Mary, in a Poem 
e Rah Choe Some of my readers may not 


be diplaed with 1. following extraft from that 1 income 

parable performance. | 
5 *T'is done — and now the TIE of death, 

Blood-thully ſons of Belial! diſplay 

A hell-wroughi cene of horror: Pincers tear 

The mangled limbs of martyrs, tall the blood 

Spouts at each opening orifice : The rack 

Dread engine of deflraftion, half disjoins 

© The ſhatter'd fabric, ſtretching to a hair 

The deeply-tortur'd fibres: Keenly' edg'd 

The. lance explores each agony ef ſenſe 

And wakes th unwilling pang, High, on a throne. 

Lowering afflitlion fits in horrid guiſe, 

Black Per ſecution, and enraptur'd VIEWS 


Each bleeding ſpectacle, with ghaſtly ſmiles 2 
And all the ſavage luxury of joy 


That baleful furies feel. Her ſpreading ear © wy 
Serenely liſtens to the e groan, 
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Here I mi he Fl up to your view a 
Cranmer, a $4 t uh, and; a Latimer, and 
thoſe other worthies who loved not their 
lives unto death. But humanity ſhudders 
at the fad tale, and knows nat how to en- 
dure the Telation of. it. . Hail, bail, O 


ye illuſtrious ſhades, ye veparedie mar- 
5 131M 31h tyrs! 
Morality's tad ofring, and ey, guss. 
Full harmony of ſorrows. Lo! the bids bas ne 
Her crew of blood-hounds heighten _ pain | 
And doubles all their tortuies. | Nt ker Word © 
Aſcends the ſulphurous blaze, and gradual licks, , 
Extremity of anguiſh ! every limb 
Quick dropping from its joint.: From pore to ; nhl a 
The fell deſtroyer flies, and hunts tho Nb z. 
Scorch'd, agoniz'd, thro? each diſlorted vein” 
Replete with liquid burnings. ME hg nN 3 
The flame-preſs'd wanderer quits with trembling wing” FE ö 
The laſt faint pulſe of life, and joyful leaves 
The body's baſeleſs frame, one mingled maſs 
Of fleſh and embers quivering on the ground. a 2 
Theſe are thy triumphs, Porrry? the Joys A 
Of Rows, inhuman Roux. Expreſſion fails" a. 3 
To paint th* enormous ſcenery of woe 
And ſoſtens half its terrors. Oh! 8 * 
I faw, abhorr'd idea! at the ſtake 
Old venerable LAr MHR, a foul: N ten 
Spotleſs as infant chaſtity, then whom m 
No prelate wore a whiterrobe, or grad * 
A holier mitre, With officious haſte 
A blood ſtain d fury hurl'd a ſlaming brand 
Amidſt the pile, and taught che towering blaze 
To raiſe a thouſand agonies of pain 


In every limb, He ſmil'd, the martyr ſmil'd, 
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tyrs! With whatever barbarity, ye were 


treated by your Huck perfeeinory, know 
that thefe ate tale rilen up at his re- 
mote period, BG Kaff. Jose les Who 


count it an Höffüp td Eby thi'y Your memo- 
ries with vittücus f Hates - Ja en 
laurels od yHur tümhs T5, TT 


But O'tej8ic& And br exebeding glad 
that ye are not ng. Brethren, to badge 


Hs oer 


agonizing cofflifts s your ; glorious ancel- 
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tors endur & but, n reſpect; to xeligi · 
ous as well ag civi | privileges,are called 
to Libgrlyiaubery 6 956194 200 a 2&1 eb 


keene Gags to We AG: 
Scarcg conſcious of a pung. His ited _= g e ir 
O majeſty ofyinue'} calmly hung 5 
On heaven/s4mntlondediarch;) and Keel to hie 
Wich ſomething more than human! ' Rapture eit 7 
Each glowing cheek; and fluſh'd bis every look 

With all a cherub's brightneſs. © At his fide, * 2 
Sad intercourſe of ſotrows l RTI grafp'd 

7 The ſocial chain, and ſhar'd with equal zeal 

3 Barbarity, of torture. Yes; I hard 

# Aitliction's deadly cup, and half aſſumd 

His dignity of ſoul. Ye heavens} what joy 
Tumultuous heav'd my breaſt? What manly ftrengthy 
What energy of firmneſs, while my ear 

Enjoy d his heavenly comforts ? Every nerve” 
Conſeſsd the full Divinity and ſteel d 

Affrighted natures fl ak angelie bang 
Bright hovering, o'er the; flame, — es 

Our unembody d ſouls to ſeats of bliſs, 

A paradiſe of ſweets I and gently lull'd 

The laſt keen agonies 4 ſenſe to roſt. 
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The act of toleration ſecures to us, in 
a great meaſure, this invaluable privilege. 
Nor would we relinquiſh every hope that 
this act will be yet further improved and 
extended, fo as to enable every conſcien- 
tious man, whatever be his diſtinguiſhing 
religious ſentiments, to fit quietly under 
the ſhade of it without fear of diſturbance. 

Having thus, very imperfeQly, de- 
ſcribed that liberty to which as Britons 


and as Prote/lan'is we have been called, I 
proceed to conſider 


IT. In what reſpeAs we have been 
called to this liberty. To which I anſwer 

1. We have-been called to this liberty 
by the conſtitution and eſtabliſhed laws 
of our country. 

Such is the excellent nature of the Bri- 
iiſh conſtitution, that the voice of its laws 
is the voice of liberty. The laws of Eng- 
land, are the laws of liberty, Sothat from 
the very genius of the conſtitution under 
which it is our happineſs, woa, we are 
called to liber: 

Had we been born and 8 * 
an arbitrary government, it might admit of 
debate whether we were called to liberty 
or not. It might, indeed beve ry rationally 
urged, that as all ann is the ordi- 


nance 
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nance of God for good,* therefore when it 
ceaſes to be for good, ceales to anſwer the 


end for which it was appointed, it may be 


lawfully reſiſted. Or we might very na- 
turally reaſon thus. As the origin of all 
power under God is indiſputably from the 
people, (for it cannot be pretended that 
there is any one particular form of go- 
vernment dwnely appointed) conſequently 
whenever that ſupreme law the falus populi, 
the ſafety and happineſs of the people, is 
fundamentally violated, the people have 
an undoubted right to reſume the power 
into their own hands. But yet ſtill, a wiſe 
and'-a good man would think himſelf 
bound to conſider how far reſiſtance to a 
bad government might be likely to pro- 
duce more good in the end than a patient 
acquieſcence init, and a peaceable endea- 
vor to improve it ſhould any favorable 
opportunity offer for that purpoſe; and 
would never make choice of reſiſtance but 
as the laſt reſource, and when the probable 
evils of reſiſtance are over-ballanced by 


the certain evils reſulting from a pufillani- 
mous ſubmiſſion. 


Put, bleſſed be God, we AN Wt called 
rs to 


* Rom, xiii. 4. 
Magiftratus ea poteſtas, hoc munus eft, ut pracfit, 


praeſcribatque Rx A et urIIIA, et conjunta cum 


legtbus, CICERO. 
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10 the difficult taſk as it ſometinies 
proves, of determining upon the lawful. 


Fe of telling a bad government, for the 
good ' government, under,which we live calls 
us to 1. 1BERTY» The language of the con- 


litution, the, language of the laws is BE 
FREE. 80 that when we are, pleading for 


liberty, {ſbeyjng the reaſonableneſs, the 


benefits and the nature and gruunds of it; 
we are not. engdeayoring, as {ome either 
ignorantly vor maliciquſly, inſinuate, to 


ſubvert | the government, but we are really 


* 


it, and contributing what we can 
to its e abliſhment. Ie hes of this 


land are ,as 1 have | belore Nee the 
Jaws of Liszn Tx, 


10 51 53h, 


Nor is the King biwſelf phove theſe 
laws. but bound by them equally with his 


ſubjects, and has this therefore to glory 
in above every other Monarch in 
the univerſe, that he is the avowed 


| patron, proteflor and guardian of run 


LIBERTY. For this very purpoſe were his 
royal progenitors advanced to the throne 
of theſe kingdoms, and lor the accom- 


plithment of the ſame glorious, end we 


truſt the ſceptre will contin nue tobe {way'd 
by this illuſtrious family, tc to the remoteſt 


ges, An enemy to liberty, a friend to ar- 


FILE 
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bitrary power, may wiſh for the recall of 
the Sru aRTs, thoſe banes of public free- 
dom : perſons of this ſtamp may gladly 
embrace every opportunity of undermi- 
ning the cauſe of liberty, becauſe they 
know whilſt liberty floriſhes a popiſh ar- 
bitrary prince will never be ſuffered to 
reign: but the friends of liberty, of civil 
and religious Tibert whether Church- 
men of Difſenters ( 10 che cauſe of free- 
dom is a common caule) are upon princt- 
ple the friends of King George, whoſe 
ihrone is founded | upon public liberty, and 
form'd for its ſupport ; ; fo that for a Prince 
of the Brithfoitk family to attempt to an- 
nihilate the public c liberty, would be to 
attempt the annihilation of himſelf. 

As loyal ſubjetts of King. GEORGE 
therefore, and well-wjſhers to his perſonal 
proſperity as well as that of his family, 
we are called to liberty ; which is the 
voice of the laws, the voice of the con- 
ſtitution of which our illuſtrious Sove- 
reign is, and I pray God may long con- 
tinue to be, the appointed diſtinguiſhed 
guardian, es. 

a. We have been called toliberty by the 
many fi f ignal providences by which our li- 
berty hath been hitherto preſerved to us. 


a B 4 The 
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4% 43 
. The liberties of this country, both civil 4 
ht and religious. have many times been Y 
1 rolled to che very edge of a tremendous 3 
i precipice, and threatened with inſtant 3 
1 and irrecoverable deſtruction? But in the 1 
\ 1 mount it has been ſeen that God was I 
1 . there, to reſcue us from impending ruin. Y 
i 4 | When, almoſt two hundred years ago, 3 
f *% the Spaniſh power attempted to invade 
5 | this happy iſle, and to rivet upon us the 4 
| 1 chains of ſlavery, how did the Lord our 4 
1 God, as on this memorable day, cauſe 3 
BE his mighty wind to blow, ſo that this vaſt q 
. 5 | armament ſank like lead in the mighty 9 
1 waters! 1 
| 5 And when the emiſſaries of Rome again $ 
bt i | | attempted, by the famous powder plot, 1 
F , | to blow up the King, the flower of the 1 
11 Nobility, and the repreſentatives of the i 
1 people aſſembled to hear the King's 5 
. ſpeech from the throne ; how ſeaſonably 3 
£14 ; and remarkably was the dark conſpiracy I 
| | : brought to light, the ſnare broken, and ö 
| {uf | happy Britain once more delivered!“ Y 
Fin Nor mult we omit to notice on this 1 
bY auſpicious day, the landing of that im- 
| wn mortal hero King Willam, and the revo- 
IR lution under God | effeaed/ by him, 
| fl; whereby Britiſh liberty was once more 


pluck'd 
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pluck'd as a brand out of the burning. 
Whoever is verſed, in the {lighteſt man- 
ner, in the Engliſh hiſtory, cannot be 
ignorant of the importance of this me- 
morable revolution, and of the amazing 
eaſe and rapidity with which it was ef. 
fected . A revolution, which rolled back 
the conſtitution from the brink of ruin, 
and ſettled it upon ſuch a rock of public 
liberty, defined and explained in the ce- 
lebrated bit of rig hits. that we truſt neither 
the gates of earth nor hell will be ever 
able to prevail againſt it. And when w 

conſider with what eaſe and how ſpeedily 
this great revolution was brought about, 
who can help acknowledging, —the Lord 


| was there? 


Nor have there been wanting ſignal 
appearances of providence in ſupport of 
public liberty, in ſucceeding periods. 
Witneſs the ſudden unexpected death of 
Queen Anne, whoſe wicked miniſters had 
ſecretly and trairerouſly projected, and 
almoſt accompliſhed the excluſion of the 
preſent. royal family from the throne, 
and the reſtoration! of the Stuarts and 
ſlavery, Witneſs the ſuppreſſion of the 
unnatural rebellions of 1715, andof1745, 

together 


2 rn — A 
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together with many other favorable in- 
ee of providence on behalf of 
r berly.. ai waxed boob 

And a axe not all theſe, pore events fo 
many. calls, to liberty, s and may it not 
therefore be ſaid. with peculiar propriety, 
wo the inhabitants of this ſavored iſſe, 
Brethren, , ye have been called unto liberty P 
Called to it as by a voice from heaven 
by the very genius and fpirit of the laws 
and conſtitution of your, country -an 
by thoſe many remarkable providencek 
whereby our often endangered liberties 
have been almoſt miraculouſly; A 
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But it may be aſked. Now 20 


III. To what are we called reſpotling 
this liberty ? To which I anſwer, | 

1. We are called to the thankful en- 
joyment of it. 

Not to undervalue it A did his birth- 
right, but to prize it and thankfully enjoy 
Nn. There are many who ſeem to have no 
ile a ofthe infinite worth and importance o of 
BritiſtrLiberty, though they havebeenn our- 
rured from their infancy in its principles, 


and are partaking every moment of the 
aumberleſs bleſſings that flow from it. It 


1s 
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5s a prize put into the hands of thoſe who 
are inlenſible of its value. To a feeling 
liberal mind. what is {fe without liberty? 
We may indeed breathe in a ſtate of ſla- 
very, but we can ſcarcely be ſaid to kve, 
To have life, property, perſonal liberty, 
all that is dear to us as men, ſuſpended 
upon the caprice of an arbitrary tyrant ! 
To be liable to be ſent to the Baſtile, 
and there murdered in the night, under 
color of public authority, without 
ſeeing your acculers or having the privi- 
lege of a public equitable trial ! To be 
liable to have your property arbitrarily 
vreſted from you! To have your con- 
ſciences confined, to be prohibited from 
the worſhip of God according to the die- 
tates of your own enlightened minds, or 
expoſed to fines, imprifonments and 
death, for the exerciſe of your religion 
perhaps to the infernal horrors of an in- 
quiſition !—O my friends, life upon ſuch 
terms as theſe fru to be a privilege, 


it is a burden. 


| Rejoice then to think, 3 that 
ye have been and are ſtill called to liber- 
ty. Be thankful for the ineſtimable bleſ- 


ON thankful to God, and thankful to 


8 


vation of your liberty. 
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thoſe who are the inſtruments of commu- 
nicating this privilege to you. Think not 
lightly of your civil or religious privi- 
leges, but "One! then, "ang bleſs God for 
them. 


2. Ve ate called to the ae preſer- 


It is a truſt Sms ttec 0 you, and 
which you are under the ſtrongeſt obli- 
gations religiouſly to ve and hand 
down unimpaired to poſterity. It i che 
price of blood. It has been hitherto pre- 
ſerved not without the Tevereſt ſtruggles 
with the ſons of violente and'tyranny. 
And ſhall we after all bert gardleſs of the 
precious gem, and untenterned about 
its preſervation ? How can we anſwer it 
to poſterity, who would then have rea- 
ſon to riſe up not to blefs bat to curſe 
us! How can we anſwer it to God, or 
our own conlciences! Had our prede- 
ceſſors been thus ſupine and carelefſs; 
had they united with the ſons of venality 
and corruption who would ſell their 
country, their King and their God for a 
paltry bribe, what liberty ſhould we have 
now enjoyed? And how baſe would it be 
in us, to contribute to the alienation of 
any of the privileges we enjoy; from 


thoſe 
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thoſe who. may ſucceed us! And muſt it 
not be ſtill more criminal, to expreſs. our 
approbation of any injuri ous attempt to 
deſpoil of this liberty, thoſe who have an 
equal right to it with ourſelves; by 
whomſoever or under what pretext ſo- 


ever ſuch attempt be made? 

I Vill not ſay any of my countrymen 
Laue done ſo. But methinks were they 
any of them to act ſuch a part, I ſhould 
be ready with an honeſt fervor to expol- 
tulate with them, ſaying; Brethren, ye are 


called to liberty. Ye are not called to give 


your voices for the deſtruction of your 
| brethren, though they ſhould have erred ! 


Ys are not called to appear as the pa- 
trons of royptERY and ABSOLUTE POWER, 
in any part of the world! Ye are not 
called to be the abettors of thoſe who, 
whether through miſtake or deſign, are 
unfriendly to the rights of their fellow 
ſubjeas! But, by every tie of honor, 
juſtice, duty, gratitude, yea of piety itſelf, 
ye are bound, Brethren, to'do all you 
can, according to the {ſphere in which you 
move, for the preſervation, ſpread and 


perfection of public conſtitutional li- 


berty! _ 
Let the vaſſals of deſpotiſm 3 in 
forging 
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(39) 
forging chains of ſlavery for all around 
them: but let the freeborn ſubjeQs of 
King George, glory in che prelervation 
and ſpread of civil ard religious liberty 
which ever has been and we hope ever 
will be, at once the ornament and ſup- 
port of the Britiſh throne, and the brighteſt 
jewel in the 5 crown. 

. 

IV. We are led to conſider "Ty cau- 
tion given us againſt the abale of our li- 
berty.— On uſe not liber for as own 
to the, fleſh, but by love ſerve one another. 

The belt things are Hable to the great- 

eſt abuſe, This is the-caſe with reſpett to 
liberty. And it would be: uncandid not 
to acknowledge it has been greatly 4 
abuſcd, and that by perſons of every 4 
party poliucal and religious. It has been | 
abuſed as an occaſion to the fleth; that 
is to cover the malignity of the heart, 4 
and to ſerve as an excuſe for mutual 
bitterneſs and rancor one againſt another. 
Under the pretext of liberty; &centionfrirſs 4 
has been introduced, and perhaps the 
greateſt by thoſe very people who are the 
molt vehement in their autcries againſt 1 
it. For do they not at the lame me in? 3 
dulge themlelyes in the ; muſt malignant 3 


enfu- 


* 


8 
2 


ſon with their own? d ast 15,5 


1 


cal feelings do not bappen to be in uni- 

But againſt all ſuch abuſes of liberty i at 
behoves us carefully to guatd outſelves. 
We are bound, let us femember, by the 
ſtrongeſt ties, as fellow creatures, as fel- 
low lubjeQs; as friends and neighbors, 
as fellow, Ohriſtians, in a word as Brx1- 
vous and as ProTESTANTS, however we 
may differ in political or religious ſenti- 
ments, hy. love to ſerve one another. We 
are called to liberty, and eamot enough 
rejoice in ſo invaluable a privilege ; but 
ve are not called to an abuſe of it as an 
occaſion} of indulging our unhallowed 
fleſhly paſſions, either towards thoſe that 
are above us or thaſe that are below us, 
but ſhould eſteem it the nobleſt uſe we 
can make of our hberty, to put away all 
bitterneſs and wrath and anger and evil- 
ſpeaking, and to be kind-hearted one to 
A l to ſerve one another in 
love. 

But I's cannot ure my leave of you, 
Brethren, without reminding you of that 
higheſt of all liberty to which you are 
called 


* — 7 
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called as Chritians, even the glorious 2 
be y of tnt chad) en of Gol, A liberty from 
hu and death and hell ! Spiritual, eternal 
liberty! A liberty without which, have 
what liberty we will beſides, we can ne- 


* 


ver be ſubſtantially and permanenily 


happy either in this life or the next! if 


the Sox make you free, the Son of God 


by his word and {pirit and grace, then 


and not nl then ſhall you be free indeed : 


free from condemnation, fin and ruin, 


free denizens of the new Jeruſalem. 


This freedom, this liberty. may we alt 
therefore ſeek after as our ſupreme good, 
ſo ſhall our happineſs on earth, 'as men, 
as 5ritons, and as Chriſtians, be evetlaſt- 
ingly ſucceeded by the perfect uninter- 
rupied-Happineſs of heaven! 
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